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Tips on How-to Transfer  your  Title in NYS. 
 

Congratulations selling your  cer tified car . The following information may help you 
in transferr ing this car  to the new owner.  Understand that this information is only 
for  NYS. All other  states please visit that state DMV office or  web site for  
information and correct forms. 

To transfer your title to a new owner when you sell your vehicle, first make sure the title 
certificate that you have isn't one that has already been signed over to you on the reverse 
side. If it has, you need to first apply for a title in your name from the DMV; only then 
can you transfer the title to a new owner by filling in the "Transfer by Owner" section on 
the reverse side.  
 
Be very careful when filling out the transfer portion, and don't begin writing on it until 
you are actually finalizing the sales transaction. The DMV will reject any title that has 
cross-outs, erasures, or other errors or alterations on the "Transfer by Owner" section; 
similarly, do not write on the front of the certificate at all. If you need to make any 
corrections, such as to addresses, the title will be invalid and you'll have to apply for a 
duplicate title before you can proceed with the sale.  
 
You'll notice an odometer disclosure statement on the reverse side of most titles. For 
vehicles 10 years old or newer, complete this statement; alternatively, you may use Form 
MV-103 for this. For vehicles eight years old or newer, also complete the damage 
disclosure statement that appears on title certificates issued since 1994. For older titles, 
complete Form MV-103.  
 
Then, fill out the rest of the certificate: your name and address as the seller, the buyer's 
name and address, and the date of transfer. As soon as you sign the title, the vehicle will 
belong to the new owner.  
 
Before doing any of this, you should remove both the license plates and the registration 
sticker from the vehicle and turn the plates in to the DMV (unless you transfer them to 
another vehicle). Otherwise, you may be liable for traffic or parking violations committed 
by the new owner. 
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If you buy a vehicle from another person who is not a DMV-licensed automobile dealer 
or receive it as a gift, make sure that you receive acceptable proof of ownership. 
Bill of Sale: Proof of ownership normally includes a bill of sale. The DMV does not 
provide a form for a bill of sale. The seller and the buyer complete the bill of sale. If the 
vehicle is transferred as a gift, indicate this on the bill of sale and indicate that the  
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purchase price is $0.  You must also indicate the vehicle is a gift on form DTF-802 
(Statement of Transaction { Sales Tax Form} ).   
 

An acceptable Bill of Sale includes all of this information: 
 

·  year and make of the vehicle,  
·  vehicle identification number (VIN),  
·  date of the sale,  
·  purchase price of the vehicle, and  
·  Names and signatures of the buyer and the seller.  

 
The buyer and seller can make photocopies of the bill of sale to keep in their records. The 
new owner must give the original bill of sale to the DMV with the other acceptable 
proofs of ownership required. A bill of sale is not an acceptable proof of ownership 
without other proofs. 
 
The acceptable proof of ownership is a title certificate from any state and a bill of sale. 
The person whose name appears on the proof of ownership must sign the transfer section 
of the proof of ownership. 
 
If the seller has a title certificate that was transferred to the seller by another person, the 
seller cannot use that title certificate to transfer the ownership to you.  The seller must 
apply for a title certificate only and transfer the new title certificate to you. 
 
Make sure that the information listed on the title certificate is not altered, erased or 
changed. If any information is altered, erased or changed, the current owner must get a 
duplicate title certificate and use the duplicate to transfer the ownership to you. 
 

I f the Acceptable Proof of Ownership is not Available 
 

Use these instructions to get the acceptable proof of ownership. 
If the seller has a title certificate that was transferred to the seller by the previous owner, 
and the title certificate displays the name of the previous owner, the seller must get a title 
certificate that displays the name of the seller. If the seller cannot get a title certificate 
that displays the name of the seller, the seller can contact a DMV Call Center to get more 
information. 
 
Non-Titled Vehicles 
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If the NYS transferable registration is lost, the current owner can apply for a 
duplicate registration document at a DMV office. Use the application form 

MV-82 (Application for Registration or Title) and the instruction form MV-82.1. The 
current owner can transfer  
 
 
the ownership with the duplicate registration document, even if the registration is expired. 
The current owner must also complete a bill of sale. 
 
Form MV-353 (Certification of NYS Registration for Transfer of Non-Titled Vehicle): If 
the NYS transferable registration is lost and the DMV cannot issue a duplicate, the 
current owner can apply for form MV-353. The DMV must verify from its records that 
the vehicle was registered to the current owner. The current owner must provide proof of 
identity. There is a fee $10 for form MV-353. The current owner can use form MV-353 
and a bill of sale to transfer the ownership. 
 
Form MV-51B (Statement of Ownership): If the DMV cannot issue a transferable 
registration or form MV-353 the registration applicant must show other evidence of 
ownership For example, the applicant can show an old registration, an original 
Manufacturer's Certificate of Origin, or an original Manufacturer's Statement of Origin. If 
the proof is not available, the applicant can use form MV-51B for proof of ownership. 
 

Odometer  and Damage Disclosure Statement 
 

If a vehicle has a NYS title certificate and is less than nine years old, the seller must 
provide the new owner with a disclosure statement. The disclosure statement is located 
on the back of NYS title certificates that display a print date of "12/94" or later. If the title 
certificate does not have the damage disclosure statement, the seller must complete form 
MV-103 (Odometer and Damage Disclosure Statement). The seller must give the 
statement and the proofs of ownership to the buyer. 
 

How to Protect Your  Proof of Ownership 
 

The CPOM recommends that you keep your proofs of ownership in a safe and protected 
location. You can have difficulties when you try to replace the documents that you 
received from a private seller.  Never leave a title certificate or other proof of ownership 
in your vehicle. To protect your claim to ownership, apply for a title certificate no more 
than 30 days after you receive ownership. 


